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“There is no good way to say this”—when the police arrive, they inevitably preface the bad news with

that sentence, as though their presence is not ominous enough. The first time I heard the line, I
already knew what was about to be conveyed. Nevertheless, I paid attention to how the news was delivered:

the detective insisted that I take a seat first. I sat down at the dinner table, and he moved another chair to an
appropriate distance and sat down himself. No doubt he was following protocol, and yet the sentence—“there

is no good way to say this”—struck me as both accurate and effective. It must be a sentence that, though
nearly a cliché, is not often used in daily conversation.

The second time, having guessed the news about to be delivered, I did not give the sentence a moment’s
thought. I did not wait for the detective to ask me to sit down, either. I indicated a chair in the living room

where my husband should sit and took the other chair. My heart began to feel that sensation for which there
is no name. Call it aching, call it wrenching, call it shattering, but they are all wrong words, useless in their

familiarity. This time, the four policemen stood.

There is no good way to state these facts, which must be acknowledged before I go on. My husband and I

had two children and lost them both: Vincent in 2017, at sixteen, James in 2024, at nineteen. Both chose
suicide, and both died not far from home; Vincent near Princeton Junction, James near Princeton Station.
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The detectives in charge of the two cases belonged to two agencies—one associated with Amtrak and the

other with New Jersey Transit. These facts would explain the confusion of the New Jersey Transit detective
when he told me, on his second visit last year, that he couldn’t locate Vincent’s record in the files. He had an

uneasy demeanor, perhaps feeling defeated by his inability to find the file or feeling the discomfort of having
to face us again. On his first visit, he did all he could to avoid any reference to suicide, repeating the words

“we can’t say more at the moment” and “active investigation” and “the crime scene.” Despite his fumbling, I
knew that James had died by suicide. I was the one to tell him that James’s brother had died of suicide near

Princeton Junction a little over six years ago.

My friend Elizabeth, who had arrived from Austin, Texas, just in time to be with us for the New Jersey

Transit detective’s scheduled visit, shook her head afterward. I then told her about the earlier detective, who,
on his second visit, had said that he had worked for Amtrak for more than twenty years, and every time he

visited a family after a case of suicide he would go home and hug his two children, even after they had

Everywhere in the house there are objects: their meanings reside in the memories connected to them; the memories limn the voids, which cannot be
filled by the objects. Illustration by Dadu Shin

Saved

SIGN UP



outgrown the age to be hugged. It’s an awkward truth that I cannot help observing and noticing things even

in the most terrible moments.

It was the seventh day after James’s death, and the New Jersey Transit detective was visiting to return James’s

backpack, just as the Amtrak detective had come back to return Vincent’s phone. A case involving life and
death never miraculously closes itself at the time of the pronounced death.

Objects don’t die. Their journeys in this physical world, up to a certain point, are parallel to the trajectories of
the humans to whom they belong. Then comes the moment when the separation happens. Vincent’s phone

became a phone; James’s backpack, a backpack. They became objective objects, left behind in strangers’ hands.

Few objects speak. The phone and the backpack were reticent, so they could do little to illuminate the last

moments of my children’s lives.

Many objects outlive people, this thought has often occurred to me—when I see in a museum an eighteenth-

century pianoforte or a twelfth-century sword or a bowl from 500 B.C.E. All of Vincent’s belongings and all
of James’s belongings have outlived them; not a single item has left our care. There are Vincent’s many

paintings hung around the house. There is James’s collection of pocket watches on a shelf. Everywhere I turn
in the house, there are objects: their meanings reside in the memories connected to them; the memories limn

the voids, which cannot be filled by the objects.

Vincent’s copy of “Les Misérables,” with a bust of Victor Hugo placed on top of it; a circle of blue-and-white

farm animals from Delft next to a cluster of origami animals that James folded; a giant stuffed lamb bought
on a drive through west Ireland—which James named Marmalade and called his emotional-support animal

during that prolonged trip (he often felt anxious when he had to leave home); a doorstop in the shape of a
quietly amused elephant, bought in Kilkenny, which has been sitting next to his computer for years; another

doorstop, an owl with a startled expression, which Vincent picked up in an Edinburgh shop for James; forty-
seven stuffed penguins of all shapes and colors, from different cities and countries, sitting in the middle of

which is a crystal penguin brought by one of Vincent’s childhood friends to his memorial service.

To think our former state a happy dream:
From which awaked, the truth of what we are
Shows us but this: I am sworn brother, sweet,
To grim Necessity.
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Sometimes, walking around the house, surrounded by the objects I study closely or only glance at, I recite

Richard II’s woeful words to myself. And yet I am not that dethroned king, our house is not a museum or a
shrine, and our past is not merely a happy dream. I am not awakened, since I have stayed awake; I have been

attentive and alert throughout all those years as the mother of my children. The necessity I face has no need
of that adjective, “grim.” Necessity—my necessity—is an extremity: any adjective is an irrelevance when it

comes to extremity.

After the New Jersey Transit detective expressed his surprise at not being able to find Vincent’s record, I only

nodded, as though to say such things were expected: life is a muddle, bureaucratically, factually,
metaphorically. I was eager for him to leave so that my husband and I could have the backpack to ourselves.

But sometimes—just sometimes—things make a little more sense upon revisiting. I wouldn’t have solved that
small mystery about the police agencies had I not started writing this for James. “The book for James”—for

months I have been talking about it with my friends Brigid and Elizabeth, calling it “the book for James,” just
as once I was writing “the book for Vincent.”

That earlier book arrived without any conscious planning. One night, I was reading an Ivy Compton-Burnett
novel in which a character addresses her mother as “Mother dear.” Mother dear—a phrase sounding archaic

and yet ever lively and present—Vincent used to jokingly call me that when he wanted my attention. So the
book arrived, opening with that phrase.

Vincent died at the end of September; by the end of November, the book was finished. Those who knew
Vincent all said that he would have loved the book. He would have been proud and amused; he would have

found fault with some of the sentences; he would have added a few adjectives and adverbs where I’d insisted
on keeping sentences unadorned. The book, in which a mother and a dead child continue their conversation

across the border of life and death, was as much written by Vincent as it was written for Vincent.

But in life James resisted metaphor and evaded attention. If Hamlet and Bartleby could merge into a single

being, James might have occupied that space with some comfort. (“ ‘Seems,’ madam? Nay, it is; I know not
‘seems’ ” and “I would prefer not to.”)

Brigid, quoting the opening line of a novel I had written some years ago—“Posterity, take notice!”—explained
to me my difficulty. James, Brigid said, was the antithesis of attention. It would be nearly impossible to write
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for James, she said; it feels as though you have to learn a new alphabet before you can write anything this

time.

Learning a new alphabet—for weeks and months I’ve held on to that notion. James was a different child than

Vincent, and James’s death left us in a different place than Vincent’s had. And yet a new alphabet can only be
symbolic, as I have but this old language to work with.

There is no good way to say this: words fall short.

Still, these two clichés speak an irrefutable truth. Anything I write for James is bound to be a partial failure.

Sooner or later, there will come the moment when my understanding parts ways with his essence.

here is no good way to say this. Facts are the harshest and the hardest part of life, and yet facts,

unalterable, bring with them some order and logic.

Fiction, as I’ve learned from writing it and reading it, tends to be about the inexplicable and the illogical.

Sometimes my students complain about what they read in fiction—“I don’t believe this would happen in life”
or “I don’t believe any parent would do that to their children.” What can I say to a young person who has

strong convictions but a lack of imagination? Not much, really. The world, it seems to me, is governed by
strong conviction, paltry imagination, and meagre understanding.

In eighth grade, Vincent quoted C. S. Lewis in his application to a highly selective prep school in California
—“I fancy that most of those who think at all have done a great deal of their thinking in the first fourteen

years”—and went on to catalogue the thinking he had done. Sometimes I give the Lewis quote to my
undergraduates, and more than half of them express disbelief. When are you going to start thinking?—I try

very hard not to ask the students, whose faces are cloudlessly young.

I have no doubt that Vincent and James both did their share of thinking, which will remain a solace for me.

And, yet, no one undertakes suicide unthinkingly.

A few weeks before Vincent’s death, we decided to purchase a house we all liked (we had just relocated that

summer, from California to New Jersey). Vincent pointed out what would be his “suite”—a spacious
bedroom, a bathroom, and a small study with a dormer window overlooking a tree, which appeared

nondescript in the fall but would be blooming when spring came again: a dogwood tree.
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“How relaxing a vacation can it be if we have to spend all our time
pretending we’re not Americans?”

Cartoon by William Haefeli

The suite could be separated, by shutting a door, from “the parents’ living quarters,” Vincent noted, a perfect

setting for him. He also envisioned baking in the kitchen and helping me improve the garden, which did not
look impressive: the couple who’d occupied the house before us, both economists, were not keen gardeners.

Vincent died on the day we put down the deposit for the house. Deposit, death, in that order, four hours
apart.

In this life of mine, which makes some fiction feel pale and feeble, there are other facts that I need to
establish.

Vincent and James were born three years, four months, and six days apart. The gap between their deaths: six
years, four months, and nineteen days. These numbers and dates are carved into my mind more deeply than

they could be into stone, but they convey very little.

To travel from Princeton to New York City by train, we have the choice of departing from either Princeton

Station or Princeton Junction. This is an astonishing fact, though minor in the scale of things. I don’t think
that I’ve developed a preference between the two. I leave from one station or the other, depending on my

schedule and also on how finicky the train service is on that day. My husband has a more consistent way of
dealing with this small decision. So, at least in one specific aspect of life, he has certainty.

https://www.newyorker.com/cartoon/a28745


My feeling, not only about the departure stations but about almost everything in my life, is something else

altogether. Call it a combination of keen attention and “a profound indifference” (borrowing Camus’s words),
or a combination of intense emotion and an equally intense apathy. The fact is, there is no word for this state

I’ve found myself in, in which lucidity and opacity are one and the same.

The day after James’s death, I said to Brigid, “One has to muddle through this life.”

That statement was not accurate. There was something stark and piercing in me that was much closer to
clarity than to muddle, but calling it a muddle took less effort. It was as though I were averting my eyes from

a mirror, which reflected my mind to me in such an unrelenting and sharp manner that I was startled by
myself, frightened, even. By looking away, one could imagine a muddled image, vaguer, softer, less unsettling.

“But you’re not muddled,” Brigid said. For more than twenty years, she’s been the first reader of my writing,
and she never lets a wrong word or a weak sentence slip past. “You’re the least muddled person at this

moment.”

True, my mind was not—and is not—muddled. Only, language is limited. So here’s Exhibit A: a new alphabet

and a new vocabulary cannot be found to describe how I feel.

Though I wouldn’t call myself a sworn sibling to grim necessity, necessity has nevertheless been in everything

I do since James’s death. Gone are the days when I could afford some degree of automatic living in everyday
life: shoes slipped on thoughtlessly (the pair of sneakers that used to be next to my shoes are in a different

place now); a local detour taken without conscious thought (this road would lead to the corner where I last
said goodbye to James); a quick stop at the university cafeteria (where my colleague and friend Ed and I both

hid our faces when James, who was a freshman at Princeton, walked past one day; he didn’t notice us).

Necessity dictates that attention should be given to all details in this after-time: everything is relevant,

everything has weight, and everything leads to a moment in the past, which becomes a memory, which in
turn becomes a narrative. When a line of coral-colored hyacinths called Gipsy Queen bloomed next to the

garden fence in March, I reminded myself, every time I walked past, to slow down and study them. James was
the one who loved this particular hyacinth; I used to prefer Delft Blue.

Necessity also dictates that all the details should be noticed and filed away without any excessive feeling.
After Vincent died, I read and reread “Grief Lessons,” a collection of Euripides’ plays translated by Anne
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Carson, and Constance’s monologue in Shakespeare’s “King John” after she loses young Arthur, who was

robbed of his throne and then his life. Those ancient Greeks sing their grief at the highest pitch, which, as
Carson points out, is rage. Their grief and their rage are nearly untranslatable, as though feelings in extremity

can only be physical sensations—the language assails one with a blind and blunt force. Constance, when
chastised by Cardinal Pandulph for her lack of composure (“Lady, you utter madness and not sorrow”),

retorts:

I am not mad: this hair I tear is mine;
My name is Constance: I was Geoffrey’s wife:
Young Arthur is my son, and he is lost.
I am not mad; I would to heaven I were,
For then, ’tis like I should forget myself.
O, if I could, what grief should I forget!
Preach some philosophy to make me mad,
And thou shalt be canonized, cardinal.
For, being not mad but sensible of grief,
My reasonable part produces reason
How I may be delivered of these woes,
And teaches me to kill or hang myself.
If I were mad, I should forget my son,
Or madly think a babe of clouts were he.
I am not mad. Too well, too well I feel
The different plague of each calamity.

The ancient Greeks and Constance might have said something I could not find words for after Vincent died,

and yet this statement is not entirely accurate. Those mothers in the Greek and Shakespearean tragedies
voiced their sorrows at a higher pitch than mine. I did not lose my words, and I was not at a loss for words

when Vincent died. I wrote a book for him.

I also, on one occasion, wept. A few weeks after Vincent’s death, Brigid and I went to see a production of

“King Lear” in New York. By the time Lear finished his howling monologue, I was weeping; I went on
weeping after we left the theatre, sitting on the edge of a stone planter, in the center of which a small tree was

shedding its last leaves. When I stopped crying, I said to Brigid, “There’s no surprise left for me. No one will
ever be able to surprise me after Vincent.”
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How one misspeaks, and how one misspeaks in extremity. James surprised me more than Vincent did, but

this time I know not to make any statement of finality.

This time, rereading Euripides and Shakespeare, I have a different reaction: make Constance’s words a

hundred times shriller, make those Greek mothers’ cries a hundred times more piercing, and then I would say,
This is close to how I could express myself, too; only, I would prefer not to.

The truth is that however I choose to express myself will not live up to the weight of these facts: Vincent
died, and then James died; through writing, I was able to conjure up a Vincent in the book written for him,

but I will not be able to do this for James—I cannot conjure him up in any manner.

When Vincent was alive, we talked and we argued (sometimes affectionately and sometimes contentiously). It

was only natural that our endless talking in life would extend itself to where reasons end, where across the
border of life and death words retain their vivacity. The book for Vincent was published as fiction because it

could be called only that: no dead child has ever come back to have an argument with his mother.

Two years after Vincent died, his friend Joy visited us and told me that she had read the book. “It’s so

uncanny,” she said. “All those things he said in the book were just the things he would’ve said. When I was
reading it, I thought, Vincent is back!” She laughed and then burst into tears.

Vincent had many good friends, and many, when he died, said things along the lines that they would always
remember him. Joy, however, uncannily prescient at sixteen, expressed her fear that, as years went by, she

would not be able to remember Vincent as clearly as she wanted.

At least I’d given Joy a book to go by, I thought then.

I once edited a few adjectives out of Vincent’s writing when he was in sixth grade, which led him to protest:
“Adjectives and adverbs are my guilty pleasure!”

James loved languages, though he was not a verbal child. He had been uncharacteristically talkative with
Vincent, but with the rest of the world he had preferred silence. That silence became more pronounced after

Vincent died.

ADVERT I SEMENT

Optamate Open

Palletize Any Container Type—Optamate™

Robot Palletizers Starting at

$1,750/Month.

Cobot Palletizers Are Compact and Don't Require Fencing to

Operate Around Humans

Ad

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=19&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=19&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=1&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=8&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=7&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=7&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFzdeeu1_abrkMZmOtOUP3aK--AzKvt3ggAGXq9aw3xOdusmL-kUQASD0g7kbYMnOko3opIwYoAHfp8ilPsgBBuACAKgDAcgDCqoElwNP0HbtPIY1uT48wD6b06p01o94RUPSZFJJDRLDv_XMY6T625jLvqTSGnANltAshfu-w2-OcWhmJwkHCTwVUcpPVM6I374MYs8zlKEKSEKZf4Eq7jZ0v7ol0ahMWA-Eh0RdwXMjBigxEIMcx5lX5hUhBOVgvW0XWBq6zqozthYVz0SwY3meis-9LE9YeEw38AZQI1BXsLie--uIcENBzgd_Qx_4aURemQCUooOngGsOht-y3JMJq8I8_cryRkQsRY0jqWNUT_XAFDFP2-i2j3840fLsdvRewrOB1mhvA2VB_x7IzvgXxqEWUtjCoRkvWCFyI912jETHJULGRqSazTTmB5RECUjlWIxHI22TnY-aR2JpqTjtZlH1q9pnwjSYXmzRzgJKEj1iA4Uco5UAP6qY9B9rETZQvX7vWugyOKA2Y-qca8vDAtXkvol16IL7pQS94aoaBeokJ7eqB9lDdmGVYh6-iyMkW4lwAraEoDml0PwIzFJEsTxsCINkW9B7bCrcWP_NMUPzXXyThZuIlj74IksxtbbNJ8AEla-K94UF4AQBiAXjsMbsUpAGAaAGN4AH39-YhRmIBwGQBwKoB6fMsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCDMIABACGJ0BMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoIiAAqgBSL39wTpY9saSq8S5kgOxCUo8fld6i6q1gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIusKTq8S5kgMVGQetBh1dkQ_P6g0TCLWBlavEuZIDFRkHrQYdXZEPz_ANAogO____________AdgTDYgUAdAVAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcOGAEqCjk4MTc2MjY4MTS6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAATK85QRIKOTgxNzYyNjgxNBgBshgJEgKYaRg3IgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSxQEA56J1edJAO9j-FXTPFkMJj6vZxHMDD4Sd4jPojmZHmNQeSvmBtRQKXwaHdpsOrAHk5WkdoBbEPiUgXA8TIwdEQa9-pjEVUDl467zVTlCocF9FR9BZNKFSycqx6prreHx9g_LqD0egaEldnWh3YCgLPzmJJbc8HQ1_yrm8-5IIau1d0zdju6OV6hWPh12SQ9aCAWHXLPpMOvqANnMhYYl5eszniDM9hJipauf_mmWMGrnB5pxLiMHbtqynWhZ18zi-c_Dr3hgB&sig=AOD64_1sMUjH15kzNb9Yxehu_yXD1-8Heg&client=ca-pub-3844877863303739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=9&adurl=https://www.optamate.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D22239352931%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D733067405461%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D22239352931%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAkPzLBhD4ARIsAGfah8glLzfExsVfJGXW5PN9zQSPmHhXO6eJYKV1ydLEKlf9n7Pkq4hv_u0aAgTMEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AWUvr30AySobVqGqjozRIopl-V14ntJ2FachaS2c0qxtZsra_XJkyMjNp4gcoqqqVZmlfbypmMO4H7hYsKqFL1hKINfoKx3ID1oRqdCDw6g0fVWvermROxR5GXXYYoN7aZ94LZX211ZPHDdFXWLah_2fpO5wbZqDZWWib0FxsZHWT6bPkVgtKLZUOTIGR5z3lC87ApiIJCYrWGNNrNVulIpb5uwIG1iIfpWyozWOkdDPuloQcOsnvLh45x4Egfj3k485ErVd4jQTn-jR1pqkTP-0Jveov7ttX5yu_0qPr1HirzSwaQYnrNqYN0V3l2okQE_9F-HGaDOTtRBofLneKY3Q_ThJ23T3QUXEHVOmb-uu3tLxG8sCKF9GEU8cDlP7-XDoB0vs6tLvvOvZf3i0GeFtYWYFF8xV7kzD0pT0jKNDe4kKs-MXyKsktKth1soJOwKm1anhiPgyRP8oWZDjBl0v_NynwlRYul9b4BUwguVyxAp79PMyDhDz9ZaJ6j-gwpLoVCpMkcJjXv_XZ_vGNA-rlX8YpNpIo-yHb0zriNTSbtpwFgGb8Xq9MEMDod35jpZTPbEpvv8RBtbD_rDgbTpDitxlfImB4gzSLPeWY__Z9SOli-uCyMg2TEhEvF8Je81hjEhl_9NGPif-lwm9GVW3z3q8qZFqSyiUBxJVfSpcwwit9D_TTlfVD7Y2CaTUPbsVJH1eSTZGbz1_gj7DFPmbPy_ZfEdm2j0x-D792gxdkVa_hsRsVHq6Bt9p6TFl4WR94xp04Fh5uHLjlBnNi-NksHdKZXmfBHacLAo9G-vu_dHfc5mCWQbuNU4VjUZTb6g2-jzZKR4VspOk1A-CxWgPVK7wujgQWcfJxDSKYs7pxQksa3XEUo096u6Wzyu-e7WPXW6psKzQCW_vOreA23NDDKinw0JYXuU1QuJLg-dTC4oxD5yoIpebhGLYq2ZuBrMcDWHzuVG5C9WdTa7RtJhnX1x2mj_AHNDZZ4TjRJGR-wCyfOkjCQcprKPqnFVJ2G9dJDUP5RWFAN7P_EjlRQ7LXwV3jQukrqr5VUePmuOjK5ILLNJffk5QD2rorQdLBLahiz4Bfp1SI6yEZAeTa_bfHGiUvgKgxhV87bNgkQCOQxzoJ2HqgCIdM2DWeqR4bbaQRpk-B8dWyPRt8xJtmeX-Nn7lzaWneiSNygYDJcRI9asjqtdGhaSpntSUFwY4XVWJHksRtfe77M3mihGr7j5jU6cPiY3Qd1FD8mZZWBFAENRKQ00qgR_aZqOlPHRHKUbtUVT5G42vi_D6IsCLDmuvORBVCHI1q28EdD8ctBo1WVoHULTeREaJLMKUoW_f0XX7qIQmWwYbyJsPfUkR4p3HGoP2S2DmO5zQbaIQA0VIG8DqKHjVctJh1mvjlBryqicBMKxpP83LonhMMN5uUVKFOZAl0WIn0y3OR1nAahocV_54MraX3P9z3KijlTSmuIP60wR5XlyqJkJWzbxGpmo4WouAxu-DW3P746xTcJG8HjpmSGzGltZdKUNr9rftGz5qa1x_YcFXnA1XDkLT9uSnhB0wg8IT04NJe0eB3mXAOPJQm72AwUCZideAmja1x0dHdm5gGIa8gX9DQMsO2cEvreH3MMghkampQVpgh5UV9r8oP101xDTZfLWMEpHolmNnkkI5-KmnI6_aZyNbG58FlBYC-HBDcemYigIawUXp7hNPQ8K9vk5bcZIpzR_sNACcjtc9DYbq0AG7VIOKt9RjdP3ZVZ-Gz_uisXGazPjXWVXRwfTamMwzG6ZwkFM3uwiLTPdnczxiMc8stCPs8Thm7X2Ejz811wGN5R-lGT6k4w2Q-_gdbozJUM6uBs95j9zpmg4ZABir5quRbFuF7z2-gHcHHMaLzXLuTJQ5U00JSZ5rLsgNYBwbXYKgWNDkObcHOAcwCGjmv-yAu8-CVhZSHYNbwbeaBXOSimdZPsYk4Eg07006b1bKmSw17T0p9kKNC9RDBjc6DVODBWqZF6gWSMGSsD4qeGNRkoTPfIWUoYN9Q3xFzLDEe9E78zprd3AeC5TN4nVkw5IFwWutFqbrNJ7oyoCzF48dYHh0a6DSG7cDEf5Sb-fe9KXrJPfENRfbWJTI6BAjBSsqTUYAKsT88modWMBTKAunLzsrYsn30N3q5YkzA2CweMwv9Xi-1ibBYYncbVRiqbxlP9xogWHFyChSHvpM8kfLmKP1j_Bao8-spWtSzo7CNOuK3lUuUrt35CMYg1kcCMtB4--d03QqatjlruqcMRohziRk1HWe3IR5M90dVfi9Yzr17KocgETKcsF5aT-2MPgGRDqLztI9ip5vWXS8cyMn0qE6TIhDJZvjHnwUaOXMz65pn82xT6Hn-EdojZ-j87-xc8LIETQ06P_mFtRfo9vS2tz5x7laeVmlkRm1Z2x-Zpf9Bqofl0UJgbTvLJKimhv0whfkBueRj-Ej5BN27mvEbq1CGKcX6fY0eQD4YNEI_9xu8tYU-Ok-VMPgvEo6u4uKNzq-vUhykmRkMxamhn_Pc8CrWrULteLXW4R4coSU2dE4_gey9LwncmKoshztJn2sQ66ZhgTvn2wPuGjlcanHSswMYsA7Yd_VGlUyT70PJ-MkqUzXpmrMeHHz92RnECXD2TwgnHH-Clex426b5AHg4mzXBNAfgYcQ0_W5WUUFidrvUVAm8o-ygwkQx4g0zROON7inojfz9jTcJgdI3WuYCblb0B7-DwV0SKTwYqQx3SpKZQLMaoKyGVZTJRkHFR8dLMv6lJvk0QmDcCGJSeYLGDg89a5SDcT2_gtvUpx04IVrlYZNvtihZfMbVH7YY60RypZOkcjP_Ikh&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AWUvr30AySobVqGqjozRIopl-V14ntJ2FachaS2c0qxtZsra_XJkyMjNp4gcoqqqVZmlfbypmMO4H7hYsKqFL1hKINfoKx3ID1oRqdCDw6g0fVWvermROxR5GXXYYoN7aZ94LZX211ZPHDdFXWLah_2fpO5wbZqDZWWib0FxsZHWT6bPkVgtKLZUOTIGR5z3lC87ApiIJCYrWGNNrNVulIpb5uwIG1iIfpWyozWOkdDPuloQcOsnvLh45x4Egfj3k485ErVd4jQTn-jR1pqkTP-0Jveov7ttX5yu_0qPr1HirzSwaQYnrNqYN0V3l2okQE_9F-HGaDOTtRBofLneKY3Q_ThJ23T3QUXEHVOmb-uu3tLxG8sCKF9GEU8cDlP7-XDoB0vs6tLvvOvZf3i0GeFtYWYFF8xV7kzD0pT0jKNDe4kKs-MXyKsktKth1soJOwKm1anhiPgyRP8oWZDjBl0v_NynwlRYul9b4BUwguVyxAp79PMyDhDz9ZaJ6j-gwpLoVCpMkcJjXv_XZ_vGNA-rlX8YpNpIo-yHb0zriNTSbtpwFgGb8Xq9MEMDod35jpZTPbEpvv8RBtbD_rDgbTpDitxlfImB4gzSLPeWY__Z9SOli-uCyMg2TEhEvF8Je81hjEhl_9NGPif-lwm9GVW3z3q8qZFqSyiUBxJVfSpcwwit9D_TTlfVD7Y2CaTUPbsVJH1eSTZGbz1_gj7DFPmbPy_ZfEdm2j0x-D792gxdkVa_hsRsVHq6Bt9p6TFl4WR94xp04Fh5uHLjlBnNi-NksHdKZXmfBHacLAo9G-vu_dHfc5mCWQbuNU4VjUZTb6g2-jzZKR4VspOk1A-CxWgPVK7wujgQWcfJxDSKYs7pxQksa3XEUo096u6Wzyu-e7WPXW6psKzQCW_vOreA23NDDKinw0JYXuU1QuJLg-dTC4oxD5yoIpebhGLYq2ZuBrMcDWHzuVG5C9WdTa7RtJhnX1x2mj_AHNDZZ4TjRJGR-wCyfOkjCQcprKPqnFVJ2G9dJDUP5RWFAN7P_EjlRQ7LXwV3jQukrqr5VUePmuOjK5ILLNJffk5QD2rorQdLBLahiz4Bfp1SI6yEZAeTa_bfHGiUvgKgxhV87bNgkQCOQxzoJ2HqgCIdM2DWeqR4bbaQRpk-B8dWyPRt8xJtmeX-Nn7lzaWneiSNygYDJcRI9asjqtdGhaSpntSUFwY4XVWJHksRtfe77M3mihGr7j5jU6cPiY3Qd1FD8mZZWBFAENRKQ00qgR_aZqOlPHRHKUbtUVT5G42vi_D6IsCLDmuvORBVCHI1q28EdD8ctBo1WVoHULTeREaJLMKUoW_f0XX7qIQmWwYbyJsPfUkR4p3HGoP2S2DmO5zQbaIQA0VIG8DqKHjVctJh1mvjlBryqicBMKxpP83LonhMMN5uUVKFOZAl0WIn0y3OR1nAahocV_54MraX3P9z3KijlTSmuIP60wR5XlyqJkJWzbxGpmo4WouAxu-DW3P746xTcJG8HjpmSGzGltZdKUNr9rftGz5qa1x_YcFXnA1XDkLT9uSnhB0wg8IT04NJe0eB3mXAOPJQm72AwUCZideAmja1x0dHdm5gGIa8gX9DQMsO2cEvreH3MMghkampQVpgh5UV9r8oP101xDTZfLWMEpHolmNnkkI5-KmnI6_aZyNbG58FlBYC-HBDcemYigIawUXp7hNPQ8K9vk5bcZIpzR_sNACcjtc9DYbq0AG7VIOKt9RjdP3ZVZ-Gz_uisXGazPjXWVXRwfTamMwzG6ZwkFM3uwiLTPdnczxiMc8stCPs8Thm7X2Ejz811wGN5R-lGT6k4w2Q-_gdbozJUM6uBs95j9zpmg4ZABir5quRbFuF7z2-gHcHHMaLzXLuTJQ5U00JSZ5rLsgNYBwbXYKgWNDkObcHOAcwCGjmv-yAu8-CVhZSHYNbwbeaBXOSimdZPsYk4Eg07006b1bKmSw17T0p9kKNC9RDBjc6DVODBWqZF6gWSMGSsD4qeGNRkoTPfIWUoYN9Q3xFzLDEe9E78zprd3AeC5TN4nVkw5IFwWutFqbrNJ7oyoCzF48dYHh0a6DSG7cDEf5Sb-fe9KXrJPfENRfbWJTI6BAjBSsqTUYAKsT88modWMBTKAunLzsrYsn30N3q5YkzA2CweMwv9Xi-1ibBYYncbVRiqbxlP9xogWHFyChSHvpM8kfLmKP1j_Bao8-spWtSzo7CNOuK3lUuUrt35CMYg1kcCMtB4--d03QqatjlruqcMRohziRk1HWe3IR5M90dVfi9Yzr17KocgETKcsF5aT-2MPgGRDqLztI9ip5vWXS8cyMn0qE6TIhDJZvjHnwUaOXMz65pn82xT6Hn-EdojZ-j87-xc8LIETQ06P_mFtRfo9vS2tz5x7laeVmlkRm1Z2x-Zpf9Bqofl0UJgbTvLJKimhv0whfkBueRj-Ej5BN27mvEbq1CGKcX6fY0eQD4YNEI_9xu8tYU-Ok-VMPgvEo6u4uKNzq-vUhykmRkMxamhn_Pc8CrWrULteLXW4R4coSU2dE4_gey9LwncmKoshztJn2sQ66ZhgTvn2wPuGjlcanHSswMYsA7Yd_VGlUyT70PJ-MkqUzXpmrMeHHz92RnECXD2TwgnHH-Clex426b5AHg4mzXBNAfgYcQ0_W5WUUFidrvUVAm8o-ygwkQx4g0zROON7inojfz9jTcJgdI3WuYCblb0B7-DwV0SKTwYqQx3SpKZQLMaoKyGVZTJRkHFR8dLMv6lJvk0QmDcCGJSeYLGDg89a5SDcT2_gtvUpx04IVrlYZNvtihZfMbVH7YY60RypZOkcjP_Ikh&opi=122715837


A

The summer before James went to college, he confessed that he had done little in his senior year of high

school besides reading five major works of Wittgenstein. I started to read “Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus”
on James’s recommendation. A few weeks later, I told him that I had difficulty grasping what I was reading.

“Oh,” he replied. A single word that could mean, Not surprising, or, How could you not understand
Wittgenstein, or, I don’t know what I can do to help you, or, simply, Read on. This morning, I reread the

preface to “Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus,” which opens with this paragraph: “This book will perhaps only
be understood by those who have themselves already thought the thoughts which are expressed in it—or

similar thoughts. It is therefore not a text-book. Its object would be attained if there were one person who
read it with understanding and to whom it afforded pleasure.”

It’s a solace to know that James found philosophical pleasure in language, different from the pleasure Vincent
got from language—which was poetic, musical, and sensual.

It’s an impossible task to write for James. It will have to be done through thinking, rather than through
feeling; that is how I will reach for an approximation of understanding him. Or of not understanding him—

just as I might spend my days reading Wittgenstein, not knowing whether I’ve got anything right.

few months before James’s death, he told me that he had been rereading “Caligula,” a play by Camus, “a

bit obsessively.” He had watched several productions of the play on the internet, including two in
English, one in Japanese, and one in Spanish.

I had not read the play. I asked him whether I should, knowing already that I would. He said yes. The next
time I saw him—he was living in the dorms at Princeton then, and would sometimes visit on Saturdays for

his favorite meal, my husband’s steak dinner—I told him that I was affected by a line in it: “Men die; and
they are not happy.”

James, in his usual understated manner, nodded with a gentle smile. (That smile, along with his quiet
demeanor, was what his friends, classmates, and professors would remember in their letters to us and would

mention to the reporters at one of the student newspapers who put together a stunningly beautiful tribute to
him.)

“How does one ever recover from that line?” I asked James. “I haven’t stopped thinking about it for days.”
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“It’s quite compelling,” he said.

Men die; and they are not happy. Half of the line is a fact; the other half, a conjecture. There is no cause-and-
effect emphasized: Do men die because they are not happy, or are they not happy because they have to die

someday? The two statements, existing together, are like two hands kept close, barely touching or with their
fingers intertwined.

After James’s death, I found a picture I had taken when he was in kindergarten. One day, when I went to pick
him up, he was wearing a sign that he had written out in large print, no doubt exasperated by grownups

asking him why he wasn’t talking or telling him that he must talk:

IM NOt TaLKING Becuase I DON’t WaNT TO!

My husband, referring to the picture recently, commented that, as a family, what the four of us shared was our
belief in, and our respect for, free will.

I thought for a moment and replied that, despite our not knowing enough of James’s thinking, what we could
be certain of was this: he knew that we would respect his decision to take his own life, and he trusted that we

would endure his death, for we had endured his brother’s death.

“Believe me when I say that I shall be all right. In the same strictly truthful sense that it’s true that the two

angles at the base of an isosceles triangle are equal. No fancy, no frill. Not symbolically, not mystically. Just all
right.” Richard Quin, from Rebecca West’s “The Saga of the Century Trilogy,” says this to his family before

going to France during the Great War, to be instantly killed, still a teen-ager.

“Just all right”—these words have been on my mind the past few months. Richard Quin shall be all right

because he is crossing the English Channel to meet death, which requires nothing more of him than simply
his being—being gone from this physical world, being remembered, being all right.

And yet, for those who go on living, few can afford simply to be, and very few can be all right. The border
between “all right” and “all wrong,” like the border between life and death, is not solid. In recent months, I

have replied to friends’ queries with this line: “Our life is never going to be all right again, but we are doing all
right.”



“Do you want the last piece of plankton? I’m stuffed.”
Cartoon by Joe Dator

Perhaps I should revise that statement about our belief in and our respect for free will. In the realm of being,

yes, we have little regret about respecting our children’s free will. But raising children is more than offering
them the space to be; the world seems to care more about children’s doings than about their beings. When

Vincent was five, I thought of signing him up for a soccer club, and he informed me, with utter seriousness,
that I would be doing that not for his happiness but because I wanted him to be just like the other children. I

instantly gave up the idea. And yet how many parents can say with confidence, when it comes to their
children’s upbringing, that they have achieved a real understanding between being and doing?

There was a moment that we used to talk about with laughter. In seventh grade, when we were living in
Oakland, Vincent decided one morning that he would go to school in a dress, and went to our bedroom to
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look for the perfect outfit. (I do not use the word “perfect” lightly: perfectionism was part of Vincent’s

essence.)

My husband, with a worried look, kept offering him dark-colored dresses: This blue one? How about this

black dress? This green one would look good on you.

Vincent, in his usual flamboyant manner, picked up a pink dress. “What’s the point of going to school in a

dress if not a pink one?” he asked.

I explained to him that, as parents, it was natural for us to worry that a pink dress might lead to bullying by

his schoolmates. Vincent laughed off my concern and said that, if there were idiots who dared tease him, that
was all the more reason to wear pink. “Just so I can be in their face,” he said.

I was full of admiration for Vincent. I felt unease, too. We parents could only do so much for our children, to
raise them to be bold and free, but the world outside this bubble we called our family was often not a kind

place.

Around the same time, Vincent decided to walk home from school by himself. It was a two-mile walk to our

house, up on the hill. Half of it was along a woodsy road just off the highway, with no sidewalks or houses on
either side, and it was not the safest part of Oakland. I expressed my reservations, but Vincent was a stubborn

child. He promised that he would stay alert; he would run fast, he said, if needed.

Vincent was proud of his androgynous looks: his long, shining black hair and his slender, cranelike physique.

For two years, I lived in dread of that woodsy road, where cars drove without observing the speed limit. But a
greater fear, which I never voiced to him, was that he might be abducted along that road: he might be

mistaken for a pretty young girl, or there might be no mistake at all—he was a beautiful young boy.

Every semester, then and later, I would teach Grace Paley’s story “Friends,” and every time I would point out

a particular passage to my students, though I doubt that many of them truly understood its weight. An older
woman, reminiscing about her daughter’s death, says to her friends, “You know the night Abby died, when

the police called me and told me? That was my first night’s sleep in two years. I knew where she was.”

For two years, Vincent walked with a tube of pepper spray clasped in his hand—which once led to James’s

report that a classmate, having been told about Vincent’s pepper spray, thought that it was a condiment. That
pepper spray is among the objects that have outlived Vincent. Sometimes I go into his room and look at it.
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What can parents do but give their children the space to be, and allow them to do what they need so that

they can become more fully themselves?

And yet, despite the parents’ efforts, and despite all the beings and doings that occur as the children grow,

some among them die before their time.

Children die, and they are not happy.

And their parents can never know whether those children died because they were not happy, or whether they
were not happy because they sensed, too early, that they must face their own deaths.

or six years before Vincent’s death, I had lived with a dread that one day he might choose not to live.
There were days of concern and nights of anxiety, and there were occasions for despair, but these feelings,

I believed, were best kept under a calm surface. The prospect of a fire does not mean that one has to carry an
extinguisher on one’s back around the clock.

A few times, though, I did slip into Vincent’s bedroom in the middle of the night, checking that he was still
there. Seeing is believing, though only to a limited extent. For six years, I believed and disbelieved what I

could not see at the time—but surely I was not alone in that? The ability to believe and disbelieve
simultaneously seems a prerequisite for any parent. Is that rash a minor skin irritation or the first symptom of

a deadly illness? Is a child’s preference for playing alone a developmental stage or a sign of serious trouble?
There are many ways for things to go wrong, and yet one’s hope, always, is that somehow they will turn out

all right in the end. “Just all right,” we say to ourselves, out of blind courage, out of wishful thinking, both
indispensable for a parent.

Should a mother rely on her intuition? What’s the use of intuition in matters of life and death? A mother
cannot sit in front of her child’s bedroom all night long, a mother cannot follow a child’s every step in life,

just so that she can make sure that he remains alive. A mind too reliant on intuition might easily leave reality
behind. What would happen then? One mother feeds a lethal concoction of drugs to her own child to protect

him from life’s threats. Another mother, plagued by postpartum depression, leaps out of the building with her
infant. These stories in the news tend to be called tragedies, or even senseless tragedies, but only a careless

writer would use those words so unthinkingly. Senseless? There is always some sense in a parent’s intuitions.
The real tragedy is not just death itself but also a mother’s difficulty in knowing when to trust her intuition

and when to let it go.
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My most humiliating writing experience took place in fourth grade. For a school contest, instead of turning

in a patriotic essay praising the glory and beauty of our mother China, I wrote a piece decrying the hypocrisy
of such contests, and elaborating on the ugliness of life a child experienced while being forced to lie about it

—“ugliness” was the word I used, more than once, in that essay.

The acts of writing the essay and of entering it in the contest were not done out of courage. I wasn’t brave;

rather, I was ten, and I was feeling suicidal despair.

I recognized Vincent’s despair when he was in fourth grade; so did his teacher, who wrote me about the

poems he turned in for schoolwork, which were astonishingly painful yet beautiful contemplations of life and
death.

My entry in the writing contest caused a scandal among the schoolteachers. I was called to a conference room
to be greeted by six or seven teachers jeering and laughing at me. An older woman, a friend of my mother’s

(my mother was also a teacher at the school), walked over and pinched my cheeks, first one and then the
other, as an adult might do to an infant. She said, “You’re a good student. You’re not too ugly. You look like a

child with some potential, but who would’ve thought that you could be so stupid as to write such nonsense?”

The only good thing that came out of this episode: I learned not to take reviews and criticism of my future

work to heart. I should add that my mother was in the conference room that day and laughed and jeered
along with her colleagues. But her wrath, when I got home from school that evening, was a story that I prefer

not to remember.
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When Vincent was around the same age, he asked, pointedly, “You understand suffering, and you write about

suffering so well. Why did you give birth to us?” A question for which I never had a good answer.

All those books teaching parents how to take care of their children—the first year, the first eighteen months,

the first five or ten years—none of them addresses this difficulty: for parents and for children, the border
between reality and unreality is not always clearly marked.

What can a mother do, facing reality, facing unreality, but rely on her intuition while at the same time
keeping her intuition at bay?

Intuitions are narratives. I have an intrinsic distrust of narratives, which are among the most misleading
things in life. I have seen lives saved by narratives and lives derailed by narratives. That I’ve chosen to write

narratives is an incongruity one has to acknowledge.

But intuitions are a tricky subset of narratives: incomplete, un-completable. I avoid putting my intuitions into

words, which would be pinning a butterfly on a specimen board in order to claim the certainty of possession.

However, I did voice an intuition once. After Vincent died, Brigid reminded me that in a phone call, a few

years earlier, I’d confessed to her that I would regard it as a triumph if I could see Vincent graduate high
school. In the days immediately after his death, I had forgotten that conversation. When Brigid told me, I

remembered that afternoon, making the call in my bedroom, hiding from the children because I was weeping.

Vincent had seen me cry no more than two or three times in his life; James, precisely once, a few months after

Vincent died. These are facts.
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Vincent did not live long enough to graduate high school. James did. These, too, are facts.

But intuitions are not facts. Intuitions, with shape-shifting qualities akin to those of paranoias or fantasies, are
not always defensible, rarely unassailable.

Three days after James’s birth, while we waited for the elevator on the way out of the hospital, my husband
placed the carrier on the floor and knelt down beside it, listening closely to detect the newborn’s breathing.

Two older women walked past and admired the sight. “Now that’s a first-time dad,” said one to the other. We
were not first-time parents. Only, like many young parents, we were beset by fears. Babies breathe on their

own, but sometimes they stop breathing on their own, too.

After Vincent’s death, all those hows and whys and wherefores and what ifs, which I went through in my

therapist’s office and in my own head, often returned me to that phone call Brigid had reminded me of. “You
knew it back then,” she said.

And I was not the only one to have known it. My husband must have, too. And Vincent’s therapist in
California, who explained that Vincent was not a child who would take a few pills and call all his friends to

announce that he was planning to kill himself. “You must be prepared,” the therapist said on the phone. “If
Vincent decided to do it, it would be so sudden that no one would expect it and no one could stop it.”

I was not surprised when the therapist said that, just as I was not surprised when Vincent’s fourth-grade
teacher wrote to me about his poems. Vincent was my child; I knew—no, I felt—his despair and agitation.

I had parked the car by the roadside to pick up the therapist’s call—he was returning a message I had left on
his voice mail, not an emergency, not because of a crisis, but to talk about an ongoing dread. After the call, I

went to pick James up from school, and later Vincent from track-and-field practice. Knowing that something
may or may not happen does not exempt one from the tasks of living.

Intuitions are narratives about potentials, possibilities, alternatives. In that sense, intuitions are fiction, unless
and until, confirmed by life, they become facts.

hose moments when intuitions remain unspoken and unspeakable are only part of life. There are other
parts to be lived. A mother’s job is to provide a framework for living: things to do, places to go, days that

never fail to break, and nights that always fall.
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When we were living in California, every few months we would drive to a Berkeley music shop to choose a

new batch of reeds for Vincent’s oboe. The shop was called Forrests, and the first time James heard that we
were going to Forrests, his five-year-old face looked anxious. “What if we got lost in the forests?” he asked,

and it took Vincent and me a few seconds to understand his fear. Then we all laughed because life was good
at that moment, and we were not going to be lost in the forests. (And yet who among us is ever safe?

“Midway upon the journey of our life / I found myself within a forest dark, / For the straightforward pathway
had been lost”—even Dante did not pay attention to children’s despair.)

I once found a series of numbers in the Notes app on my phone and remembered that Vincent had been deep
in a knitting project, calling out numbers for me to write down. What are these numbers, and in what format

do I record them, I asked, and he told me just to write them down, as he would need me to read them back to
him later. To this day, I do not know what they were for, but the numbers seem reasonable, saved in perpetuity

on my phone.

For some years, there were three different meals to be cooked for every dinner: one for Vincent, one for

James, and one for my husband and me. A mother of a classmate of James’s told me that I must be crazy to
go to those lengths, but I was not crazy—I simply understood the necessity of this task.

There were apples to be cored and then cut into geometrically and aesthetically pleasing slices. At a memorial
service held by Vincent’s old schoolmates in California, his friends brought slices of apples to share and

reminisced about the apple slices in his lunchbox, cut with absolute symmetry. That fact, in the days after
Vincent’s death, seemed to have vanished from my memory, and I was glad it was saved from oblivion by his

friends.

That apples must be sliced perfectly was an aesthetic need of Vincent’s that I grasped and agreed with, just as,

when I made pancakes for James, I would be sure to make each piece different, forming it like a letter not
found in the English alphabet. One must strive to live beyond the letter “Z,” and one must strive to go

beyond one language. James would teach himself several: Welsh, German, Romanian, and Russian, on top of
Spanish, Italian, and Japanese—the languages he took at school. His phone, I once found out by accident, was

set to Lithuanian.

It seemed to me that to honor the sensitivity and peculiarity of my children—so that each could have as

much space as possible to grow into his individual self—was the best I could do as a mother. Yes, I loved
them, and I still love them, but more important than loving is understanding and respecting them, and this

includes, more than anything else, understanding and respecting their choices to end their lives.



“He says he never texted you back because he had a lot going on.”
Cartoon by Suerynn Lee

Things to do, places to go, a framework for living is a framework for memory.

James was given his first Gmail address at the age of three. After a quarrel with Vincent, he asked for my help

in creating an e-mail account for himself. “Dear Vincent: You are a mini,” James wrote, mistyping “meanie” as
“mini,” though observing the etiquette of proper correspondence. In those days, whenever I was out of town I

would write a stack of cards ahead of time so that my husband could include a card on each day of my
absence in James’s lunchbox. All those cards were signed “Love, Mommy.” Moments after Vincent received

the e-mail, they reconciled, as Vincent was amused that James’s “hate e-mail” ended with “Love, James.”

Open cartoon gallery
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V

My friend Edmund read me a poem he’d written recently, about three moments of happiness in his life. He

said that somewhere he’d read that each person has only three real happy memories. Could that be true?
Afterward, I started to record in my notebooks the moments I’d been happy with Vincent and James, and I

quickly got past three.

If I train my mind on the happy moments, the framework for living seems sturdy enough. And yet it is not an

indestructible shelter from catastrophes. A mother dedicating herself to the framework for living is like a
shipbuilder building a vessel, not asking whether the voyage is to be through calm seas or tempests, not

pondering whether there will be a tomorrow or not.

Seeing is believing, but a mother must restrain herself from foreseeing. To foresee is to give too much weight

to intuition; foreseeing might be waving a white flag prematurely.

incent’s death did not come as a complete surprise, but it was a never-healing wound. It was not,

however, a wound inflicted by him or his decision. Once, at an event for a mental-health institute in Los
Angeles, a psychiatrist interviewing me pressed, asking whether I felt any anger toward Vincent. He said he

could detect no anger in the book I had written for Vincent. He told me that earlier in his career he’d lost a
teen-age patient to suicide, and he could still feel lingering anger years later.

He is not the only person who has asked me about anger: the question must be relevant and legitimate, but
anger is not a major or even a minor emotion in my life.

I did not feel any anger when Vincent died—not at him, and not at life, either. But I did feel baffled and
wounded by life. That a mother could do all things humanly possible and sensible for a child but still not

keep him alive—this was the fact that I would have to live with, I thought, every single day, for the rest of my
life. It was Vincent’s death that made me begin to use that phrase, “every single day, for the rest of my life.”

After Vincent’s death, there were excruciating days, days of numbness, days of contentment and days of
melancholy, days of reading and writing and days of not being able to read or write, days of holding on upside

down (like the bat in Marianne Moore’s poem) and days of holding on right side up. But in all those days,
where one is obliged to live (“Where can we live but days?” in Philip Larkin’s words), there remained that

thought: every single day, for the rest of my life, I will be thinking of Vincent.
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I had not lived with the same dread for James when he was alive. My parental anxiety about him was largely

about his future. Then, one day, he walked out of the world in the same way that Vincent did.

“There is no good way to say this. We’re very sorry for your loss.” The police came and then left swiftly, as

though they were actors coming onstage to deliver their lines and, having done so, exiting right away.

I texted Brigid and then texted my therapist, telling them that James had died by suicide. Later, they both

told me their initial reactions, which were similar.

“I knew every one of those words in the message, but I didn’t understand what the words meant, put

together,” Brigid said. Half an hour before I sent that text to her, I had been on the phone with her, and James
had been mentioned in our lighthearted conversation.

My therapist said that when he read the message his first thought was that “it made no sense, it made no
sense at all.”

James died on a Friday, and the Saturday before that was the last time Brigid had seen him (the last time for
us, too). He was home from college for a meal on New Year’s Day of the lunar calendar, and Brigid noticed

his good spirits and his composure. A week or two before his death, my therapist had asked me (not for the
first time) whether I worried about James feeling suicidal, and I had enough confidence to say that, even

though one could never say no to that possibility with certainty, I didn’t really think that he was suicidal.

So much for a mother’s intuition.

And yet one wonders, in retrospect, what prompted the conversation about the probability or improbability of
James feeling suicidal, which had been a recurring topic in the therapist’s office. Was it intuition or paranoia

that led to the discussion shortly before James died—a premonition I couldn’t explain? It doesn’t matter, as
the facts remain irrefutable: I did not anticipate that James would choose suicide; I did not detect any sign.

For six years before Vincent’s death, I lived in dread that he would. For the six years between the two boys’
deaths, James, too, was pondering suicide—Vincent’s, and then, at some point, his own. I did not know when

that shift happened; I did not even think that shift would happen, as I worried only about James’s life, not
about his death.
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Two months after Vincent died, James asked for my copy of “Anna Karenina.” I hesitated, although I had

never worried about what my children were reading. They were both precocious readers, and I let them
explore all the literature available to them. I asked James, who was then in seventh grade, whether he knew

that at the end of “Anna Karenina” Anna committed suicide. He said yes. I then asked him whether he
wanted to read the novel because of that, and he only smiled his gentle smile.

I gave the book to him, and it became one of the books we talked about on and off for the next few years.
Tolstoy’s characters are easily vexed, or maybe Russians are easily vexed, he told me a few days into his

reading. That the words “vex” and “vexation” appear often in the text is an observation I will always remember
and treasure. James saw himself in Levin, as I had expected, but I did point out that Levin was often vexed

though he—James—was rarely vexed. He adored Kitty; he was fond of Anna’s brother, Stiva (because he was
immoral and genuine); and he found Vronsky the most complex character in the novel. What about Anna, I

said, and James thought for a while, then said that Anna brought tragedies onto herself and then complained
about them. I now wish that I had asked him which he had found more troubling: that she brought tragedies

onto herself or that she complained. We did not discuss her suicide.

I reread “Anna Karenina” recently. I had forgotten that, before Anna’s suicide, there is Vronsky’s attempt. He

shoots himself, impulsively and perhaps not entirely wholeheartedly, out of desperate love for Anna.
Overshadowed by Anna’s death, this episode had somehow retreated from my memory. I wish I had discussed

this with James. A few weeks before his death, he told me that he was reading “The Myth of Sisyphus,” by
Camus, and I said that I’d read the book, too, when I was in college. After that conversation, I turned to its

opening pages: “There is but one truly serious philosophical problem, and that is suicide. Judging whether life
is or is not worth living amounts to answering the fundamental question of philosophy.”

Did I have a fleeting thought that I should have checked in with James to see if he felt suicidal? I can’t answer
that question now, because on this side of death no answer can be trusted.

When we dropped James off at his dorm after that last dinner with us, I asked him what he was reading, and
he replied that he was rereading “The Myth of Sisyphus.” Then he stepped out of the car and raised a hand.

James was a person of few words and even fewer gestures. That raised hand, like that versatile single word
“oh” in his conversation, could mean many things: hello, or goodbye, or leave me alone, or thank you, or

simply a reply to the words I said when he stepped out of the car, “I love you, James.”
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Through their entire lives, at every school drop-off, every time they were leaving for a party or a playdate,

every time I was leaving for a trip, and with each exchange of text, the last thing I said to Vincent and James
was inevitably “I love you.”

No matter how long we get to parent our children, there are only limited numbers of “I love you”s we can say
to them. That, too, is a fact. ♦

This is drawn from “Things in Nature Merely Grow.”

Published in the print edition of the March 31, 2025, issue, with the headline “A Matter of Facts.”
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Patrick Radden Keefe on Truman Capote’s “In Cold Blood”
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By Allegra Goodman

Open Questions
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In “The Score,” the philosopher C. Thi Nguyen argues that play is the meaning of life.
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